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Literacy heroes X Iiz3ijf

Vocabulary: literature X5

Are you a bookworm? Is your head permanently
stuck in a book? If so, that's a good thing. There are
many benefits to reading. Getting into a good novel
improves our literacy. But who or what encourages
us to pick up a book and start reading?

Of course, when we are young, our parents and
teachers inspire us by introducing us to characters
that we love - or love to hate. And there are the
authors - the people who invent and write about TTHE .
these characters. Good writing can really capture " Is your head always in a book?
our imagination.

As a child, I loved books written by Roald Dahl, such as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and
The Twits. These fictional stories were funny, twisted and slightly sinister. These books are
popular with children even today, despite competition from contemporary authors.

One modern-day children's author is J.K. Rowling, who's known for her books about the wizard,
Harry Potter. Last year she was named as a 'literacy hero' for her part in improving people's
love of reading. The UK's National Literacy Trust awarded her the title for "turning a generation
of children into readers."

The Trust also honoured schoolchildren, a librarian and teachers for their effort in trying to
get people to read. The actor, Henry Winkler, who has dyslexia, was also named for the books
he has written about a boy with learning difficulties.

Reading books is more than an enjoyable pastime; it can also help people in difficult
circumstances. The author Pat Winslow worked as a writer in prisons and found reading and
discussing stories helped prisoners reflect on their patterns of behaviour. She says "Very often
we would have discussions about the moral compass of a character, what was the
motivation of somebody, why did they behave that way?"

Today I like to read factual books such as biographies, where you get an insight into the
lives of important and well-known people. I also enjoy looking at travel books and learning
about journeys and new destinations. It's a good substitute if you can't visit in person.

But the main benefit of reading is the improvement it brings to our literacy. The more we do it,
the better we get and who knows - one day you may become the next Tolstoy, Jackie Collins or
even William Shakespeare. Who are your favourite authors — and which are your favourite
books?
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1. True or false? A fictional story is one that is not true.

2. Name a children's author mentioned in this article.

3. What do you call a medical condition affecting the brain that makes it difficult for
someone to read and spell words correctly?

4. Why was the author J.K. Rowling called a 'literacy hero'?

5. True or false? A biography is a book about a person who is not alive any more.

Exercise %]
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1. My girlfriend is such a . I can't have a conversation with her because she's
always reading!

bookend bookworm booking paperback
2. The author Ian Fleming's most famous is the British spy, James Bond.
biography librarian motivation character

3. John told us about how he survived a shipwreck but I don't believe him. Most of what he
tells us is just

fact fiction sinister literature
4. The love stories in the by Jane Austen always make my wife cry.
| novels comics magazines papers

5. This year I decided I would get fit and train to run in the London Marathon but I just can't
get the to do it.

motivate motivating motivation motor mouth
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Answers and Glossary Z£Z5#C

Quiz /%

1. True or false? A fictional story is one that is not true.
Answer: True.

2. Name a children's author mentioned in this article.
Answer: Roald Dahl or J.K. Rowling.

3. What do you call a medical condition affecting the brain that makes it difficult for
someone to read and spell words correctly?
Answer: Dyslexia.

4. Why was the author J.K. Rowling called a 'literacy hero'?
Answer: For turning a generation of children into readers.

5. True or false? A biography is a book about a person who is not alive any more.

Answer: False. It is the life story of a person written by someone else.

Exercise %]
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My girlfriend is such a bookworm. I can't have a conversation with her because she's

always reading!
The author Ian Fleming's most famous character is the British spy, James Bond.

John told us about how he survived a shipwreck but I don't believe him. Most of what

he tells us is just fiction.
The love stories in the novels by Jane Austen always make my wife cry.

This year I decided I would get fit and train to run in the London Marathon but I just

can't get the motivation to do it.
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Glossary #HICER

bookworm FRTF, R
novel /MK
literacy EEREH
characters A\¥
authors =
capture our imagination HIRER S
fictional I
sinister BARKIE, XIJKH
literacy hero IR S
librarian BI85
dyslexia b 1 RS
the moral compass BRI
motivation 7

factual

HELH . 5FLHERH

biographies
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