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Computers vs composers H kB il 5 ?

Vocabulary: music 7 : &4

Can a computer create music as good as
Mozart's? Armand Leroi from Imperial
College, London, believes fantastic music
can be made without a composer.

Dr Bob MacCallum has been working on
Darwin Tunes, a computer programme
that can evolve music out of noise.

It's a Darwinian process: at first there
are two loops of noise and, as in nature,
these 'reproduce’ to create four loops, then again to create eight, then 16, and
SO on.

Volunteers were brought in to rate the tunes: those not liked were thrown
out, while those that hit the right note were allowed to breed to create a new
generation of songs.

At first the melodies sounded like a bad jam session but, after a few
hundred generations, they started to strike a chord. While no 'Bravos' were
heard, the tunes improved quickly from their discordant beginnings.

With bigger, faster computers and millions of people’s ratings, will this
elevator music evolve into masterpieces?

Professor Leroi sings the praises of this new idea: "Would it be Mozart? No, |
don't think so. It would have no composer behind it, it wouldn't be the act of
any individual musical genius, it would just be the people's music in its purest
form.”

One thing is for sure: Professor Leroi's grand vision for the future of the
Darwinian music machine won't be music to the ears of composers and
musicians.

WIS R SR

Take Away English Fifi & %15 © British Broadcasting Corporation 2012
Page | of 4

bbcukchina.com/learningenglish



Quiz ML
[58) 5 46 S ] 25 ]

1. What has Dr Bob MacCallum been working on?

2. What does the project have in common with Darwin's theory of evolution?

3. Which word in the article is used as an expression of appreciation at the end of a
performance?

4. True, false or not given: many people listen to Darwin Tunes in the elevator.

5. What expression in the article refers to musicians improvising music together?

Exercise &)
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1. The film was brilliant and with many young people in Britain.

was discordant struck a chord looped sung the praises of |

2. He's not a very good composer and | don't think he'll ever create a !

elevator genius bravo masterpiece |

3. I'm so pleased you're coming to London next year: the news is

like a bad jam session extremely discordant music to my ears musical genius |
4. The for the band's new song are great: people love it.
ratings bravos loops evolutions |

5. I don't particularly like this song; it's a bit dull and sounds like

musical genius elevator music a masterpiece the purest form |
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Answers and Glossary X 5i#IC

Quiz Ml%

1. What has Dr Bob MacCallum been working on? A computer programme called Darwin Tunes
that creates music from noise.

2. What does the project have in common with Darwin's theory of evolution? Just like in
nature, sounds evolve with every new generation: the weakest are thrown out while the best,
strongest, tunes reproduce to create a new generation of songs.

3. Which word in the article is used as an expression of appreciation at the end of a
performance? Bravo.

4. True, false or not given: many people listen to Darwin Tunes in the elevator. Not given. The
article calls these songs ‘elevator music', which means this music is not very exciting.

5. What expression in the article refers to musicians improvising music together? A jam
session.

Exercise %>]

. The film was brilliant and struck a chord with many young people in Britain.

. He's not a very good composer and | don't think he’ll ever create a masterpiece!
. I'm so pleased you're coming to London next year: the news is music to my ears.
. The ratings for the band's new song are great: people love it.

. I don't particularly like this song; it's a bit dull and sounds like elevator music.
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Glossary #EiIC#

composer (FEER

Darwinian BRI

loop fia¥h, 185 S BRI EIE
to rate PN

tune i i

to hit the right note

BRI ST, RO 1

melody i
jam session RIS g2
to strike a chord 1B AL

bravo U, WA 4f
discordant AT 1
rating oy

elevator music

NI I H AR T Z R K35 2R

masterpiece

AAE, KIMZAE

to sing the praises of

musical genius

HIRRA

to be music to the ears
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