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Oliver Lyons runs the Swan Institute, which has been a fixture on Dublin's main
shopping street for the past decade. His school attracts around 4,000 students a year

from Europe and beyond, with more and more coming from the Middle East and China.

This year, many schools like Oliver's are reporting extra business, due, they think, to the
Olympics in London. Some even suggest that reports of higher costs for accommodation
and flights into the UK might have led more students to choose Ireland. And the Irish
accent, rather than being viewed as a handicap, is actually quite sought after by
students, Oliver says: "Irish English tends to be pretty clear in its pronunciation, easier to
actually study. People have said that, for example, in the UK, in advertising agencies, the
Irish accent is considered attractive because it's got no particular class connotation,

and it's a warm, friendly, inflection and tone. I think people find that attractive."

And how do you tell if someone's studied English here or not? The clue is in what Oliver

tells me is the rhotic ‘r’:

"In Irish English when we speak we simply put the 'r' - we pronounce it when it's actually
there, when it's not there, we don't pronounce it."
"So give me an example - a difference between ..."

"Law. When we say 'the law', we don't say 'the law-r'."
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So next time you meet an English language student, listen out for that 'r'. Apparently,

it's a giveaway.

Questions

1. Has the economic downturn reduced the number of students going to Ireland

to learn Engish?

2. Why do a lot of people prefer to learn Irish English?
3. Can you tell an Irish speaker’s social status from the way he/she speaks?
4. What does the word ‘giveaway’ mean?

Glossary iiC

A fixture on —/NEE R

beyond BT/ ... 2 AN

a fixture on 55 K

sought after FK, dEK

class connotation FEEEE R NI

inflection HIRARA

tone HA/EM

clue LR

the rhotic 'r' (EETF) Ar)lEr. ER/RZIER, 78 T —K
WD ER, X mFEFEIEA M (L butter,
hard, world).
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Answers to the questions




1. Has the economic downturn reduced the number of students going Ireland to learn
English?

Answer: No. There are more and more students going to Ireland to study.
2. Why do some people prefer to learn Irish English?

Answer: Because "Irish English tends to be pretty clear in its pronunciation, easier to

actually study”.
3. Can you tell an Irish speaker’s social status from the way he/she speaks?

Answer: No. Irish English is said to have no particular class connotation, according to

Oliver Lyons.
4. What does the word ‘giveaway’ mean?

Answer: It means something that makes it very easy to guess.



