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Rob: Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. Today I'm feeling
a bit under the weather. But Helen, I came into work because I didn't
want to leave you in the lurch.

Helen: Oh, Rob, 1REA UL RIEERWE? VRANE BOE A RHE R IR, WP IRT AR
— T ARNIA B ) v B e A 4w L ?

Rob: Ah, well, that's because we're going to be talking about idioms in our
programme today. Just then I said I was feeling 'under the weather’,
which means I'm not feeling great.

Helen: Rob #ifh4 Kk under the weather iX&— it idiom = A2 S iAAEF IR, A
AR R EE R EHE T, BN AR R L M in the lurch. When you leave
someone 'in the lurch’, you leave them at a time when they need you.

Rob: Today we're going to answer the following question from Ling Tommy,
from Hong Kong:

Question

Hello, my name is Tommy, can you tell me the difference between an idiom and a

phrase?

Helen: Ling Tommy A8 5158 BE AV B X ANE &S5 AR o

Rob: Well, we just talked about two idioms, Tommy, which are: 'to feel under
the weather' and 'to leave someone in the lurch'. What do you notice
about these expressions?

Helen: The first thing I noticed is that they're not very logical... I mean, you're
not literally 'under the weather'. J&if & —Fi L i (1) 2 18 F1 7 1 AN & — [l =R o

Rob: Ah, so an idiom is an expression that's not predictable by looking at the
words - it has a meaning that's metaphorical.

Helen: B S —FR e Rk, R4 Rob Ui ABAN i, FiE B TERRZ T
', RRARAEFEHE, HREHIOER AEEIE, XA EOE R BRI
— M ANFEAE R under the weather.

Rob: So, an idiom is a group of words that can't be understood simply by
looking at the literal meaning of the words. A phrase is slightly different -
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Helen:

Rob:

Helen:

Rob:

Helen:

Examples

it can refer to a group of words that combine to have a conceptual
meaning.

A phrase 218, HriEEIE 2 H AR A BLE R 2 i iml 4, Ik — AN HAR)
=/, Can you give me some examples?

Right, let's see Helen... Well, examples of phrases could be 'nice to meet
you' or 'have a nice day'. And in grammar, the definition of a 'phrase’ is
simply a group of words without a verb, so 'the little girl' or 'my best
friend', are also phrases.

LR LA B BRI s — N s, Rk —AEER, B EA, ki nice
to meet you R PINIRIR . FEIE XS ETE E AN S Bl KA 2 a phrase.
tbin my best friend.

So, the difference between an idiom and a phrase is that an idiom is
metaphorical and the meaning can't be understood by the literal meaning
of the words. In a phrase like 'nice to meet you', there is a meaning but
it's usually clear and logical.

BN A, HR s — s — D RE, B AR RS R A

15

I'm really not on the ball today. I didn't get enough sleep last night.

"Thanks for your time." "My pleasure."”

Rob:

Helen:

Rob:

Helen:

Rob:

So in the first sentence we heard the idiom 'I'm not on the ball' which
means someone is not really concentrating. We're not really on top of a
ball, so the expression is not literal — and so it's an idiom. But in the
second sentence 'Thanks for your time' and 'My pleasure'... Well, they're
phrases.

LA KT 2 (1 RE 2 on the ball. JHEM A DAl KA AL, BEL AHLR,
XAEER ball EMTATRFR, digEtbm, FUbX2— N mE— M thank
you for your time /RIS, LK my pleasure A%/ B ERA S M7 E
FEMR, HET Y, X{ELMEE.

Well, I hope we've answered your question, Tommy. Helen, why don't we
try to speak only in idioms?

Let's give it a go. I could talk for England so 1'd be pleased as punch to
talk only in idioms.

Or maybe we should throw that idea out of the window. Tommy and other
listeners might not be able to get their head around what we're talking
about!
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Helen: MR KFEFHE T E LW OB EE, HEIRATH BBC SUEH M T
www.bbcukchina.com un 5 2 J0iE 2% 3 A ) BE A AR B -F B4, FRATHINR
Ffi+&: questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Rob: So long!

Helen: What's so long?

Rob: It's an idiom Helen - it means bye.

Helen: Ah. Goodbye!
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