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Neil: Hello, I'm Neil. This is Question and Answer of the Week and today I'm
here with Feifei.

Feifei: Hello.

Neil: Today we're talking about costume drama. Do you like costume dramas
Feifei?

Feifei: Yes, | do. | love costume dramas. Costume dramas 35| — 2 AT 5k
SE AR AR B R . B R AR ) Pride and Prejudice 12 5 1.,
Titanic %3 Jg 7 555 #2 costume drama.

Neil: Lots of costume dramas centre around families — like Upstairs Downstairs
and Downton Abbey.

Feifei: M, EEET) B—8IRAANIEERAR . 2%, IAEIES K Downton
Abbey  (FHEEUEFE ) A8 0% KSR B T AR A — KBS JRIN [] BE AR 1910 AR E S
AR MR R, AR T AR VE AR W LR SRR EE Crawley — K 5HANAATE
AR SR NN E A

Neil: That's right.

Feifei: A RE K H T AL Helen, MARTE AT OfmiRE ) X R FoF 95 5t i 2
Z AR TE LA b H 1 5 O RR R

Neil: So, today we're going to answer Helen's question by looking at how British
people, like the Downton Abbey characters, talked to each other 100 years
ago.

Feifei: LIRTATEE— 5 100 2451 AMITH & FIERFF . What's special about
their style of language?

Neil: Well, first of all, people used different words and expressions 100 years
ago.

Feifei: A2, 100 ZAEFT AT H & B ZE RIS FA R Al Hik, it
AFEFZ P AERARA R BT OFEERD) PR RE, K2R T
servants and masters 2 [ilf{j#di. Masters and servants = A 54\

Neil: Yes, and back then there were strict rules about how servants and masters
could talk to each other.
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Feifei: FANFUNZ AT AS R A AR A R o bhan it CRFWUERE ) 19— Z F8AH 54
—N3LfE 'the Earl of Grantham' - Grantham 1HE . AN AAT/E A FRIEAR I ?
How do the servants address him?

Neil: The servants have to say 'my lord' when they speak to him. They are
never allowed to use his name.

Feifei: AP NATIZERT Grantham A1 8 U635 B IR AN BE BRI ) 4% 5, T A BERR{tY my lord
BRI R o IR ANV 1, AN R AR HE B

Neil: "Luncheon is served, my lord". It means "lunch is ready"!

Feifei: "Luncheon is served, my lord". BiHE 2 HEARANAEY), b AATHERIS Bt R
REFIBIE, ANBEEPF R4 .

Neil: Yes, if the servants talk about the Earl when he's not there, they say 'his
lordship'. "His lordship is out™ or "his lordship is in the drawing room".

Feifei: His lordship FJ&EEZE ~. KA. "His lordship is out" {18 K AH 17T "his
lordship is in the drawing room" {18 K A7E drawing room H.? % ?
Drawing room X B2 845 Z AR 5 A g 2

Neil: Ha ha, no. In those days, large houses often had a special room for people
to sit in after dinner, especially if they had guests. They called it a drawing
room.

Feifei: J55k drawing room S&4G fE N — R 2 155 1. Nice!

Neil: Very nice. Now, the Earl's wife also had a title: she was the Countess of
Grantham, and the servants had to call her 'My lady".

Feifei: H B I N34 /% the Countess of Grantham — Grantham fHE KA. 1PAA115
FRAAE RN 'my lady' KA.

Neil: And when a servant is talking about her, they say 'her ladyship.’

Feifei: FEANAATR A B RN BIR,  75 28R her ladyship kA,

Neil: Her ladyship has retired to her rooms.

Feifei: Her ladyship has retired to her rooms. Retired iBfk? R AR AN 2

Neil: Haha, no. In those days, 'retired' often meant something like ‘gone
somewhere else' or 'gone to bed'.

Feifei: JFoK ‘retired’ EEZEEITEURE . ¥ 7 XAZANNAXN EARERR, BENEATRIE
N

Neil: Well, the masters didn't talk to the very lowest servants, the cleaners, for
example. But for higher servants, the masters called them by name.
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Feifei: FAMAS SR EACHANAETE . 72T ANFEERAL R AN A U TE I 2 B AL o IR Y
i P 44 - W 3 2 e g 2

Neil: That depended on the status of the servant.

Feifei: L 42 30 2 R ik 52 A B+ Hi A7 status.

Neil: Most of the highest servants were called Mr, Mrs or Miss plus their
surname, like Mr Smith or Mrs Jones. Other servants were called by their
first names. But masters often gave servants made-up names.

Feifei: FNFRIFERLL = AP A 22 B Mr, Mrs 8¢ Miss i B30 s F R BRI AR
Ui, EASEEMHLEFEESEN AT FOVINAKRZ T, EAATREICENTA AR
BT ENCECE XK WL 42 - g ?

Neil: James and John for men, and Emma for women.

Feifei: RIIR Z A0 NEB# AR N James, John B(# Emma. Very interesting! 471, &K
HBATHE 7 —Le9e 1 51 Rp 2 -5 H AN Z IR PR IS BLR HH S -

Neil: Yes, that's a taste of the language of a hundred years ago.

Feifei: Well, the language may change, but it seems people still love costume
drama! ji5 1, RVRAETEE 2 ) P B RUE TSR, TR L4 JATHE 5 28U I
PSS RIRATTIR B IR . FRATTATIBAE 2 questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Neil: But please address us as 'My lady' and 'my lord'! Bye!

Feifei: Bye!
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