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To let
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Neil:

Feifei:

Neil:

Question

Welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Neil.

RELF, BRDIEFE. (RAIRE) W HSMERRKIEREZF TR &S 45K
() 1) R RAE LA H BEE WLE)—%E. It’s a very common sight in London, right?

It is. Let’s hear Jin Lu’s question:

I see on the streets of London lots of billboards with ‘to let’ on it. At first | didn’t
understand what it meant. So | guessed maybe it was supposed to be toilet but without
the ‘i’. So I’'m wondering how this phrase is used.

Feifei:

Neil:

Feifei:

Neil:

Feifei:

Neil:

Feifei:

S AL H R R & M LS AE WAL B, XIS F ] B R 2
toilet /> T 7} i. But there’s no missing ‘i’ though, Neil.

No, there’s no missing letter. They are definitely two separate words: ‘to’
and ‘let’. To Let. And as some of our listeners will know, these ‘to let’
boards are put up outside properties which are available for rent.

Properties 51 . IR —&k 7S AE 2 MK for rent, JE4 55 AhiH) 5
M4 5% ‘to let’. Which seems a bit strange. The boards say ‘to let’ not ‘to
rent’.

Yes, it does seem strange. But English speakers use the word ‘let’,
meaning to rent out a property to someone.

BRFXA KB FH T B —MTiE. 1t's not something you or | say
when we want to find a place to live.

Yes. ‘To let’ seems to be a formal term that is used when people own a
property and they are advertising it to the rental sector. But when
someone is looking for a place to live, and they don’t want to buy — they
rent a flat or house.

— NI LM ERFL—£& 55 F rent a property, —£ 5 Tt fl to let. Correct?
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Neil: That’s right. If you need a property and don’t want to buy, you rent it —
houses, flats, offices, shops... But although we use ‘rent’ for property, for
other things we usually use the word ‘hire.’

Feifei: LA A —FER VU, BR 7L T RASN, Nz HE hire. Eoaniid “fRAL 145
X% you hire a car”.

Neil: And you can hire a suit, if you go to a wedding, for example.

Feifei: RAT LA hire —&454L4LIk. And what else?

Neil: I looked some examples up online — | typed in ‘for hire’ and | found so
many things for hire: bicycles for hire, suits for hire, carpet cleaners for
hire.

Feifei: BEAR A B ERIE VL. 38 T DAL A2 28 22 ik fancy dress costumes for
hire.

Neil: And rooms for hire — for example a room where you could have a party or
a meeting. ‘For hire’ in this case means for a short time, a couple of hours
or maybe a few days. ‘To let’ means for a long time, usually a few months
- and only for buildings.

Feifei: Room for hire Il FEEEFH AL, room to let 2 KA. X FHAT! A
AeANREE 4SS — T Ha rent Fl hire 7EATH 1) X n1 e ?

Neil: It seems to me that we use ‘rent’ mostly for property, and for a longish
time. And we use ‘hire’ for things which we’re using for a short time.

Feifei: FATH rent SKfiA — AT LUK HIAL B ZR 78, 110 hire $iik nT DUR AL FH i 2R
. But what about renting a car?

Neil: That’s American English, and in British English it's usually hire a car. But
people will understand if you ask to rent a car.

Feifei: W, AT . WEFERE AWM, 754 TR L TREHE, 443 hiring
staff?

Neil: Yes — that’s an interesting one. The idea of the word ‘hire’ is ‘pay money
for something for a fixed amount of time’, so English people talk about
hiring staff, meaning ‘paying someone to do some work’ — in other words,
employing someone. We never rent people!

Feifei: I’'m not for rent! 4K H BEATHRT T rent, hire fil to let KA. And
thank you to Jin Lu for her question. 41 /RTE 5~ =) Hrag SIATAR ) @5, %R & Wi
BEAT. BRATMIEEH R questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. Bye till next time!

Neil: Bye!
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