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Rob: Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week with me Rob and
Feifei. Hello Feifei.

Feifei: KRFUF o WAL (IRIAFRED -
Rob: We have a literary question today, don’'t we?
Feifei: M. REKRERK Stephon IFEHRATIHE — AR B G FATKI— Tk

BERUNTEF
Question:

I'm a fan of your programme. Recently I've watched the classic film 'The Lord of the
Rings'. There's one line that puzzles me. It's: 'l don't know half of you half as well as |
should like; and I like less than half of you half as well as you deserve.' What exactly
does it mean? Thank you for your help.

Feifei: A4 R A2 T 5 ‘half R (FRIR ) 1—A) & 3 R AN 8] 1456 FH 7 ik A
A, XA eI EEEERLE. FE/R48 2% . What do you think, Rob?

Rob: Mmm, well, the word ‘half’ is interesting. Literally, it means 50%, but we
also use ‘half’ idiomatically, and then the meaning is a bit different.

Feifei: i half FEER—F. B4, AdMEEE He —SHEmEA.
Rob: Let’s look at the phrase ‘not half as’. Here are some examples:
Examples:

I’'m not half as good as you are at writing, will you do it, please?
I think Jane is a terrible actress; she’s not half as talented as Mary is.
I don’t speak English half as well as | would like.

Feifei: PL BB A) R R AR ] - — NS5 R half as 85 N b — M 25 skl i,
®EHEMN E—AMA). it I’'m not, she’s not, | don’t J5 % ER half as 2R 5N
AR EE]A AR R half as good BE half as well, # Fkn 1% as you are, as
she thinks, as | would like XFEHI M) FRATHENT— & 51 4] -

Examples:

I’'m not half as good as you are at writing, will you do it please?
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I think Jane is a terrible actress; she’s not half as talented as Mary is.
I don’t speak English half as well as | would like.

Rob: In fact, the word ‘half’ isn’t necessary. The sentence, “l don’t speak
English as well as | would like”, means the same as “I don’t speak English
half as well as | would like.”

Feifei: WX AW HAH half #HASEARA RN, RATvH 2 HYE?

Rob: Well, it adds colour and emphasis.

Feifei: AR U FRAT A AN R RN SR

Rob: Yes, now let’s apply that to the first part of the quote.

Feifei: IEE! 5ICHIRETE S 2 | don’t know half of you half as well as | should
like.

Rob: Yes, the speaker is talking to a group of people. He uses both the literal
and idiomatic meaning of half. He is saying that he knows fewer than 50%
of the people as well as he wants to.

Feifei: XAJTER G I AR & SR AR EEH O EZ AR DT
fit. 5G4 ‘and | like less than half of you half as well as you
deserve’. XAJHITELL A RER S, BAE?

Rob: It is trickier, but this is literature. And the language of literature isn’t
always what we use in everyday life!

Feifei: AN AR T3 (R PR AR 0 2 LU . FRHE/R &R 1 AR K2, A 3dr]
AR T — IR A S .

Rob: I'm not a Tolkein expert either, but my feeling is that the character is
saying that he hasn’t shown his affection for the people he likes as much
as he should have. They deserve more than he gave.

Feifei: fih ot A5 ¥ BE 58 A IR LRSS HY A6 I AT TR OG0 e IXAMRREANRE,  FRIEAT RERETT
ERiIR

Rob: But that’s just my interpretation. And as | said, I’'m not an expert. To
paraphrase the whole sentence, | think the character is saying: | wish |
knew more of you well, and of those | do know, | didn’'t always show all of
you the affection you deserved.

Feifei: WEEATEE RN “REAMEACRNEZMNFI PR T, TRE
LB, FERETE R AR SO Z” o FRAT K 58 B Wy
— WA 5 F .

Rob: “l don't know half of you half as well as | should like; and I like less than
half of you half as well as you deserve.”

Q and A of the Week #RIA| TR & © British Broadcasting Corporation 2013

Page 2 of 3
bbcukchina.com/learningenglish



Feifei: s Stephon KA. U0 RARTE LG 2% 3] R aB BT ol @, i & B4 2
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk BT, FxRE<.

Rob: Bye!
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