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Authentic Real English HbiEIE
Cut the mustard
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Finn: Hi, I'm Finn. And this is Authentic Real English. And this is Feifei... a very
sad-looking Feifei, by the way.

Feifei: Sorry, Finn. & RIELARKKRG 1, WAREEEH RGBS T —MEZH
2, WAIIEE 4, RIS TRE 4.

Finn: I sympathise with you more than you know. My grandfather and my father
were the best fishermen ever, and when I go fishing all I catch is a cold.

Feifei: PRIAS TR, ATA E@? AR A R A2 B m T AURAT? ARk
E AR IZA B ZRTEE? R Lo W R S, fi R SRR T
o

Finn: Feifei, sometimes we've got to accept that we just can't cut the mustard.

Feifei: What!? Can't cut the mustard?! TASYIIFAR? A2 &2 FTAEHIE LA

RITARMEHERNZ A, B 7 IEE RIS E, R ...

Finn: Calm down, this has nothing to do with your cooking skills. In English,
when you say someone or something 'can't cut the mustard' you mean that
it is not good enough.

Feifei: M, JFORIRA SRS, IR RERS REA BB ERKAE, BT E 3L
ft. Can't cut the mustard FIE Bt E B A2 bruE, KRR .

Finn: Yes. I wouldn't dare to doubt your cooking ability, Feifei. So, we say 'can't

cut the mustard', or we can also say 'don't' or 'doesn't cut the mustard'.
Listen out for some examples of how to use this expression.

Examples

I know the borough of Milton Keynes well. It's a charming place... but it doesn't cut the
mustard where tourism is concerned.

I won't study architecture. I am bad at drawing. I just can't cut the mustard.

Feifei: Now I get it. A ihAHAE X AN R IA FL LI
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Finn:

Yes it is. But it's also very popular, especially in America. Here in Britain
you might hear a shorter version like 'he can't cut it'.

Feifei: fEEES, MNMTEHMH can't cut the mustard X/NMEE, MAKEE, KEZHAH
=X he can't cut it. And now, AT ERIEHFKE ZH L RIB ALK, REE
(R R R B3R K ik 4

Finn: Lovely. And what is on the menu?

Feifei: NIARULE] T e, ARG IR IR EF 138 - HEAFMIT TR,

Finn: Tuna and chocolate pie?! Sorry, I think I won't be able to make it this
weekend, Feifei. I've got to go... fishing. Bye.

Feifei: REEXRN®? BRFR, RMITFLIREE. Bye.
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