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Jean:

Jennifer:

Hello, and welcome to Authentic Real English from BBC Learning English.
I'm Jennifer, and with me in the studio today is Jean.

REF, BAAFEL.

In this programme, we teach you about English words or phrases that you
might find a little confusing.

(Phone text message sound)

Jennifer: Jean! You shouldn't have your phone switched on in the studio! It's not
professional!

Jean: AR, S EE L RR N AR RE, SREMAH, EKET]
NYE T — AN EREAL A -

Jennifer: That's very kind of you. Is she texting to say thank you?

Jean: Well... actually... no! 44 itk e ifif 1E 75 AR FR 1S !

Jennifer: What do you mean?

Jean: RAFESSMAERS. WA%EER: "I'm supposed to be on a diet — don't make
me any more delicious cakes ever again!" 7, BHREEZCMAE KT !

Jennifer: Are you sure you've read it correctly?

Jean: Yes! She's upset, I'm a bad friend — what should |1 do?

Jennifer: Hold on, hold on, let me have a look at the message — pass your phone
over.

Jean: OK, here you go.

Jennifer: It says "I'm supposed to be on a diet — don't make me any more delicious
cakes ever again..." Ah, | understand now. | don't think your friend is
angry with you.

Jean: Really, why not?
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Jennifer: Look at the text message. Do you see that she has written the letters
L.O.L. — or LOL — at the end?

Jean: Xf, VD NI BCR BIIXANA.L.. L.O.L. LOL. X je/>Hiin i ?

Jennifer: It's a good example of English 'text speak’, that is, language people use
when texting, writing emails or talking over the internet. LOL stands for
'laughing out loud'.

Jean: Laughing out loud? w2 “MIGRZE” 2

Jennifer: Yes, it’s used instead of the sound of laughter. It is usually used to show
that something is a joke, or that a comment is meant to be funny.

Jean: NEER) T A YRIGEHAIL L.O.L. # 'laughing out loud' 7R 5—3KoR

“URIE RS MIRE, B FAER b R ANEAE B SRR ERAT S B AN A
B RKAH R ] ” $EAR

Jennifer: Exactly — so your friend was joking when she said "don't make me any
more delicious cakes!"

Jean: That's a relief. So I can write LOL on the end of a message, to let people
know that I'm joking, or laughing, about something?

Jennifer: That's right.

Jean: I, REP T XA, LB IRK— (typing on phone) sent!

Jennifer: (Text message sound) OK let me read it. "Hi Jen, I've decided that learning
English is too complicated. I'm going to learn Spanish instead, LOL!" | hope
you're joking, Jean!

Jean: (Laughing) You KNOW I'm joking, | wrote that | was 'laughing out loud' —
LOL — at the end.

Jennifer: Good, as we've got so many more words and phrases to learn in English
before you can even think about any other languages! Join us again for
another edition of Authentic Real English, bye for now!

Jean: Byel
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