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Sean: (Imitating Punch) That's the way to do it... That's the way to do it!

Yang Li: Hey hey... What are you doing with a big stick, Sean? You are not
going to hit me, are you? JA%1 Sean XFEI R B, KFRIFK
& Yang Li.

Sean: And I'm Sean, but today I'm Mr Punch. Have you heard of the
Punch and Judy show?

Yang Li:  Ah, of course. St[EEZGARMK (EE@AA&M) Punch and Judy %A
%, DIERHTE, /RS FEIS <HFmE 4. The show has been
around for a long time, hasn't it?

Sean: Yes, at least 350 years, although some say it is much older than
that! But the important thing is that Punch and Judy have become
so well known that now it's part of our culture.

Yang Li:  That's right. G&#EAI&) &% E b —#4r. Can you tell us what a
typical Punch and Judy show is?

Sean: Well, let's hear from a professional performer, Konrad Fredericks:

Insert

Well, Punch and Judy is performed on the street by a professional showman, for
money. The performance consists of episodes, things happen to Punch on the
road through life, tragic, comic episodes, not related to one another; so they can
be used ad lib, as it were, they can be drawn out from whenever necessary.

Yang Li: It consists of tragic and comic episodes. #=f i — B Bk 5= R 4 k.
Ad lib B2 % #%. Would you say it's all about British humour?

Sean: Well, not exactly. Here's Konrad again:

Insert

I believe Punch is uniquely, not only British, not only English but London; it's
London humour, it's developed in London. And although it travels very well it is
specifically London, and it is because we reflect what we see as a mirror.
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Yang Li:  EREIEFEN MG T, 78 ISR

Sean: London humour it may be but it's very popular across the whole
country too. Why is it so popular?

Insert

Pity, fear, hunger, love; we all experience these things. These are very deep-felt
emotions, so we have to somehow get under the surface to the reality of life.
That's what Punch does, he engages with the realities of life.

Yang Li: KRG EXX AN AE il 1) S PR e RIS AR VR S % Bk R E— 2. To engage
with the realities of life.

Sean: As a professional performer, Konrad said that it's a lovely give-and-
take experience with the audience.

Insert

Performing a Punch and Judy show is a very wonderful experience. I can see the
audience, they cannot see me. My job is to look into faces, looking into the faces
of my fellows. I must say, although this sounds rather corny, I feel love for
them. They can feel free to engage with the figures as they would not engage
with an individual, people would not smile at me the way they smile at my dolls.

Sean: Here he uses the word 'engage' again. It means to connect or to
communicate.

Yang Li: Engage XA £ fif H = AR i BiAth Gz M A . He feels
love for them.

Sean: Konrad has taken Punch and Judy to other parts of the world,
including China. He said he was very impressed with the positive
reaction from his Chinese audience.

Insert

After many years of performing in Covent Garden, I decided that I should take
the show around the world, because I was getting reactions from people who I
absolutely knew were unable to understand a word of English, and, I have to
say, the most beautiful audiences, the most attentive, specifically Chinese.
Chinese like small beautiful things correctly executed, and that's what I do.

Yang Li: How nice it is to hear that the most attentive audience and most
beautiful audience are the Chinese.
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Sean: The phrase 'correctly executed' means that he performed his show
in a professional way - making the right movements, the right
sounds, at the right time.

Yang Li:  Yes, the sound, a special and unique sound. T 2 3 & A {5 H#R
T 4005 )L: A— D EEW R RS KUE. Can you do a couple of
voices for us Konrad?

Insert

(voice demonstration) ... Xiexie...Xiexie...

Yang Li: That's xie xie in Chinese, how lovely, thank you!

Sean: (Making a special sound) That was Konrad talking to us about
performing Punch and Judy.

Yang Li: I think you need more training before calling yourself Mr Punch,
Sean. Bye.

Sean: W, ! (in Punch voice).

Yang Li: Bye!
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